
10 Big Reasons We Don’t Like Harmony 

1)    Public land, private profit. 
The County of Orange owns this land, and it was used as the borrow site for the Seven Oaks Dam. We believe that
consequently, this land belongs to ALL of us who pay taxes and depend upon our government to uphold our wishes on 
principal. We want a say in what happens to this land, and so far? That hasn’t even BEGUN to happen.

2)     Disastrous choice of locations.  
Anyone who lives in or loves this canyon can tell you that it’s subject to massive flooding, fires, and the sound of boulders 
tumbling down the canyon and vibrating our windows every time it rains has kept us all awake. The applicant wants to put 
in 12,000 people on peninsula, trapped against the elements, with the only exit on the western-most side of the develop-
ment. That’s a recipe for disaster, and it will be the county and the first responders who are left to shoulder the burden of 
the expensive and disastrous results. Let alone the lives of the people they plan to unknowingly trap there. We will be 
stuck with the tab for the increased risk of fire and flooding in our communities, and evacuation problems.

3)    Hurting Mentone and Redands, not helping.
Highland annexed this finger of land more than a decade ago, but it’s surrounded by Redlands and County infrastructure. 
That means that the normal system of property taxes funding the community will not work here. Instead, the surrounding 
communities will be experiencing the traffic, having their aging infrastructure stretched beyond imaginable capacity, but 
we won’t have the funds to fix the problems. Also, the attempts to drive holiday/tourist traffic up the 210 and Greenspot 
Road, to use Highland’s new services, will take business from Mentone and Redlands we rely on now. This is an attempt to 
make people drive FARTHER, to Highland, to avoid the traffic that it will generate on 38 when tourists come through. Also, 
Highland wants to put commercial right off of 38 just west of Bryant, and siphon gas and food businesses there too. 
Commuters will continue to be punished by long lines, and businesses will lose the sales they need to continue. It’s a bad 
project for Mentone and Redlands all the way around, and the City of Redlands has published comments available on our 
website reiterating these issues. 

4)   Does water grow on trees? 
The bottom line is, the water rights in this canyon have belonged to Redlands and Mentone for more than 100 years, so 
they’ll be pumping precious water upstream to service these homes from East Valley. Moreover, paving and radically 
altering the shape and flows in the canyon will reduce the Santa Ana River’s ability to recharge the underground water 
that we rely on downstream. Many people in this community live off of wells, and this development could lower the water 
table and pollute the water for everyone. There’s a reason this land has sat for nearly 100 years with only a handful of 
homes and some groves there, there just isn’t the water to support this development. Seven million Californians rely upon 
the Santa Ana River and Bunker Hill basin, we need to be developing ways to reduce water consumption and better 
recharge the underground water we need here - NOT paving the canyon so we lose one of the few places where it filters 
back into the earth. 

5)   We need building UP, not OUT. 
Where is the light rail? How will the commercial areas in the east of the area be serviced? WHY are we building an enor-
mous development the size of Calimesa more than 5 miles from a freeway in 2016? We continue to build out farther and 
farther, while our sister cities are burdened with 35% living in poverty and lacking desperately needed infrastructure and 
after-school programs. One only needs to look at Los Angeles to understand that urban sprawl is not the answer to the 
problems, and relocating those who can afford to relocate is not the answer to making these cities safe and healthy. 
There’s a reason the county put in guidelines years ago to avoid these types of “leapfrog” developments years ago - 
they’re bad for the community and environment. More smog, a higher heat index, and less open space is bad for 
everyone. We should be revitalizing urban areas, not destroying open space.

6)   No jobs, no real economic development.  
Sprawling housing tracts and a strip mall or two will only give a short-term boost to the economy of San Bernardino 
County. There is no industry here, not long-term development, and consequently it’s not a solution. It’s a patch that 
stops working when we run out of land to bulldoze. Lack of industry is a real problem in this county, and a development 
like this will not educate our children, or give them careers locally that they can in turn afford to raise a family on. How 
many of us have watched our friends and their children move away to find better work, in stronger, more mature busi-
ness economies elsewhere? We need to be strategic, build infrastructure that will attract companies with longevity and 
actual industry to this city. Highland is not bringing anything of substance to this county with this development; it’s only 
stripping it of the very charm and character that makes it attractive to young companies, millennials, and the 
software industry. 
 



7)   Abuse of power.
Normally, when a city decides it wants to take something over, the citizens get a say or can vote anyone they don’t like 
out. In this case, they moved to annex an area where there were no citizens to vote against it or cry out. The animals 
can’t protest. This gerrymandered annexation is inherently wrong, and unfair to the citizens who have no vote around 
the development – never mind the citizens whose land will be taken by eminent domain in order for the infrastructure to 
be put in.  They’ve already started planning whose land they will take, and we all know if 38 will be widened that will 
include a lot more. How is that fair?

8)   The land is not ONLY ours. 
This is rare habitat, full of endangered species and precious land. This is the last undammed section of the Santa Ana 
River, and one of the last open streams in southern California. While it makes it quite dangerous for human residency, 
it’s perfect for the plants, animals, and ecosystem that have developed there since the beginning of time. We don’t 
accept that “mitigation” will fix this, you can’t pack the animals up in a trailer and move them to the west. This land 
should be 100% dedicated to public use. For thousands of years people lived, ate, worshipped, and walked this land 
and it belonged to the entire community. We argue it still does. 

9)   Project documentation full of holes.
These several thousand page documents, called Environmental Impact Reports (EIR) are designed to hide the truth, 
and to coat the project in beautiful wrapping paper while they trust the public won’t actually read through it.  The 
traffic impact analysis is more than 5,000 pages. The study was done in June, when no holiday or school traffic would 
show and uses old data methodology. The study does not include the Fish Hatchery Bridge, but is cited as reasonably 
foreseeable in the EIR and is in Highland’s General plan. Think about it, that bridge will change all of the modeling 
they did for traffic analysis. They need it, they know it, and it will exponentially increase the traffic on SH 38 and the 
intersections downstream. 

10)    It doesn’t actually make the money they think it will. 
We’ve looked at the modeling with a lot of experts. Experts who say the data is flawed, that this development will not 
be nearly as beneficial for Highland as they think it will. The massive hidden costs behind developing in a flood plain, 
with alluvial fan and variable water paths that massively increase the infrastructure and maintenance to keep people 
in that development and downstream safe. Who will pay to maintain the open space? Who will put in the million-dol-
lar bathrooms to be ADA compliant? Who will pay for the brush clearing and fire mitigation? Who will pay for staff to 
keep people following the rules in the open space? Who will pay for lifeguards in the county flood channel they’re 
calling a beach, where flash floods  sweep people away without warning? Who will pay for the wastewater plant we 
don’t need, when we have one already in San Bernardino being built? When the county, state, Redlands and Yucaipa 
finally get the full picture and hold Highland accountable for the infrastructure costs, we don’t believe this develop-
ment will be anything but a money pit. Highland’s park budget will continue to operate in a deficit. Highland’s after 
school programs and social services will continue to be neglected. The construction jobs will dry up when the land 
runs out, and the people will continue to be left without education, services, training, or viable jobs. 

  
Because WE, the people, say so. People feel defeated and unable to stop the machine. While we admit the system is 
broken, it does NOT get fixed by looking the other way. At the end of the day, the government will only represent us to 
the level we demand. If we don’t fight for our own land and get involved, then we have no right to complain over the 
results. 10 years from now, when we’re sitting in traffic snarl backed up SH 38 past Garnet, looking over the land that 
used to be open and beautiful, we will KNOW we did all we could to fight off greed and corruption within our county. 
Show up to the meetings. Contribute to the organizations who are opposing this development. Sign up for updates. 
Put out signs, make your own, do whatever it takes to encourage everyone to take a stand. We will never regain the 
higher levels of government if we cannot control our own neighborhoods, and we will never control our own neigh-
borhoods if we don’t fight for them.

Please join our fight. 

Help fund our fight, www.protectgreenspot.com/donate 
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/protectgreenspot

  


